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colour, "with scales the size of a half-crown" (nearly 2
inches in diameter). Its full-grown specimens may reach
to 6 feet in length, and weigh no pounds. The Tarpon
furnished the buccaneers with good wholesome meat and
quantities of fat, in some cases 2 or 3 pounds to a fish. It
was caught in those days either with nets or by striking
with the harpoon, a feat at which the Mosquitos were very
expert When they decided, however, that the tarpons
were numerous they endeavoured to net them with a seine.
This long net having enclosed a great number of fish, and
its two ends being drawn inshore, the great tarpons would
essay to leap out over the edge of the seine into the open
sea, but the progress of the net shorewards was followed
by naked Indians swimming close up to it, so that when
the great fish made as if to spring over the net the man
who was nearest grasped both net and fish in his arms and
held fast till the others came to his assistance. Canoes
would also move shorewards outside the seine, so that the
leaping fish might occasionally fall into them.

It is needless to describe the men of this race as
practically amphibious. They would venture far out to
sea in their small canoes, and were perfect allies to the
buccaneers as spies and lookout men, being able to sight
approaching Spanish ships without themselves being seen.
They had devised a method of sinking their canoes to the
very edge of the water if they saw a sailing ship in the
distance. The men in the canoes would then lie with their
heads just above water till the ship had passed on its way.
Dampier witnessed several instances of the sudden dis-
appearance of these canoes and their occupants.

This practice made them equally elusive when pursued
with evil purposes by the buccaneers they had so often
befriended. In many parts of the Central American coast